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structure, the skyscraper. While 
Chicago is the city most widely 
known as the birthplace of 
this architectural type, artists 
throughout the world - in 
addition to authors, filmmakers, 
poets, and architects - have 
been enthralled by the human 
desire to build ever farther into 
the sky, testing technological 
limits while also embodying a 
yearning for spiritual connection 
to the heavens. Skyscraper 
brings together artists from 

SkYSCRAPER: 
ART AND 
ARCHITECTURE 
AGAINST GRAVITY
Museum of Contemporary 
Art Chicago
Chicago, Illinois USA
30 June - 23 September 2012
---------------------------------------
This exhibition examines 
contemporary artwork that 
takes as its subject the form, 
technology, myth, message, and 
image of that iconic building 

home to new residential 
communities and recreational 
environments. Natural, 
undeveloped beaches 
and hard-edged industrial 
shorelines are being revitalised 
for new forms of urban usage. 
The exhibition showcases 
various residential communities 
built in waterfront urban 
settings from the 18th century 
to the present day. 
www.mfa.fi

•

FORECLOSED: 
REHOUSING THE 
AMERICAN DREAM
MoMA
New York, New York USA
Until 30 July 2012
---------------------------------------
Presented here is an 
exploration of new architectural 
possibilities for cities and 
suburbs in the aftermath of 
the recent foreclosure crisis. 
During summer 2011, five 
interdisciplinary teams of 
architects, urban planners, 
ecologists, engineers, and 

landscape designers worked 
in public workshops at 
MoMA PS1 to envision new 
housing and transportation 
infrastructures that could 
catalyse urban transformation, 
particularly in the American 
suburbs. A research report 
focused on a specific location 
within one of five ‘megaregions’ 
across the country to come up 
with inventive solutions for the 
future. This installation presents 
the proposals developed during 
the architects-in-residence 
programme, including a wide 
array of models, renderings, 
animations, and analytical 
materials.
www.moma.org

•

SHORELINES URbAN 
WATERFRONT LIVING 
Museum of Finnish 
Architecture
Helsinki, Finland
Until 27 May 2012
---------------------------------------
Finland has a shoreline that’s 
eight times the circumference 
of the earth. Seas, lakes and 
rivers are everywhere, with 
hundreds of kilometres of 
beaches. The proximity of water 
lends a unique, vibrant identity 
to urban areas, enhancing their 
liveability and competitiveness. 
Many waterfront zones 
are undergoing intense 
development at the moment: 
Finnish cities are opening up 
towards the sea, becoming 

5TH IAbR: 
MAkING CITY
THE INTERNATIONAL 
ARCHITECTURE bIENNALE 
ROTTERDAM
Netherlands Architecture 
Institute
Rotterdam, Netherlands
Until 12 August 2012
---------------------------------------
‘How do we make city?’ That’s 
the central question here. 

The inevitable process of 
urbanisation presents a huge 
political, social, economic and 
ecological challenge. At the 
same time, cities offer solutions 
for the tasks that face us in the 
21st century. The city is our 
future. but only if it is designed, 
planned and managed better 
than it is at present. Making 
City explores future urban 
scenarios and, in the process, 
puts design first. Projects from 
over thirty cities around the 
world show what is possible, 
presenting future scenarios 
for life in the city, propelled by 
new and constantly evolving 
alliances.
www.iabr.nl

•

around the world and across 
the 20th and 21st centuries to 
explore this enduring fascination. 
www.mcachicago.org

•

FLESH AND 
CONCRETE
In an unused building 
overlooking the construction 
site of the Supervia where 
it meets the Periférico 
Norponiente
Mexico City, Mexico 
Until 17 May 2012
---------------------------------------
Large infrastructure projects 
embody visions of an urban 
future. They literally shape cities 
in the most extreme ways: 
visually, socially, financially 
and politically. Through the 
destruction necessary for their 
completion comes a change 
to city life that enforces certain 
lifestyles while making others 
redundant or impossible. The 
Supervia Sur-Poniente highway 
project is an extension of 
the city’s already large, often 
congested network of roads 
and highways. It is a highly 
contested infrastructure project 
that will connect some of the 
city’s wealthiest neighbourhoods 

in the southwest with the 
Periférico ring-road, crossing 
two protected natural areas, and 
will implicate the demolishing 
of several areas in low-income 
neighbourhoods. 
www.apexart.org

•

GREEN bUILDING 
DESIGN & INTERIORS 
ARAbIA 2012
Riyadh International 
Convention & Exhibition 
Center – RICEC
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
13 - 16 May 2012
---------------------------------------
Saudi Arabia is the Middle East’s 
biggest market for building 
design and interior products, 
services and technology. 
Furthermore, Saudi Arabia is 
looking to lead the way with the 
introduction of green building 
technology, heading for a green 
revolution that is backed by 
mandatory regulations. This 
opens the door to huge market 
potential for international 
companies capable of providing 
green building design concepts, 
including energy and water 
efficient technologies and 
intelligent buildings design 

and management systems, all 
contributing to the reduction 
of power consumption and 
carbon emissions. This exhibition 
provides a modern approach and 
green solutions to the kingdom’s 
booming building design and 
interiors market.
www.bdi-arabia.com

•

GREENING THE 
HEARTLAND
Indiana Convention Center 
Indianapolis, Indiana USA
16 - 18 May 2012 
---------------------------------------
Greening the Heartland 2012 
explores interdependent 
elements of sustainability. While 
green buildings are critical 
components in the design of 
sustainable communities, their 
key advantages rely on pathways 
and infrastructure - watts, water, 
waste and wheels. Providing 
buildings with clean energy, 
water, efficient use of materials 

while minimising waste, and 
convenient and sustainable 
means of arrival results in truly 
green buildings and sustainable 
developments. The theme 
reflects the bringing together 
of people to share visions 
and solutions for sustainable 
communities in which to work, 
play, learn and live.
www.greeningtheheartland.org

•

SOCIAL HOUSING 
REVOLUTION: 
WORkSHOP
Tolga settlement 
Yaroslavl, Russia
01 - 09 May 2012
---------------------------------------
In this picturesque place on the 
bank of a pond, not far from 
the Volga river, an architectural 
bureau, Narodnij architektor, 
and an information portal www.
cih.ru, with the support of the 
department of Architecture 
at Yaroslavl State Technical 

University, are participating in 
WORkSHOP, which is devoted 
to social architecture and 
innovative approaches in the 
typology of modern habitation. 
The organisers aim to teach 
participants a creative method 
of doing free-for-all architecture 
with a minimum construction 
budget. A series of lectures 
will take place, raising heated 
questions. All participants are 
to make impressive common 
theoretical and practical work, 
resulting in a house of a new 
typology.
www.cih.ru

•

CONTEMPORARY 
NORWEGIAN 
ARCHITECTURE: 
LANDSCAPE AND 
INTERVENTION bY 
REIULF RAMSTAD 
AND JENSEN & 
SkODVIN
RIBA
London, UK
Until 15 June 2012
---------------------------------------
Reiulf Ramstad Architects and 
Jensen & Skodvin Architects 
are considered two of the most 
high-profile and innovative 
practices based in Norway. This 
exhibition explores their work, 
highlighting rural contemporary 
Norwegian architecture through 
the scheme known as National 
Tourist Routes in Norway. A 
selection of Tourist Routes 
projects - completed across the 
country - are displayed by each 
practice, in addition to a range 
of other buildings that have 
been undertaken, including 
housing and public works.
www.architecture.com

•
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